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     FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Gateway Healthcare Residential Program 

to Host Second Annual “Top Chef” Competition

PAWTUCKET, RI  – Twenty-four young ladies from Gateway Healthcare’s Child and Adolescent Residential programs will compete for culinary honors at the agency’s second annual “Top Chef” competition.  This event will take place on Wednesday, July 22nd from 7:00-9:00pm at the Portuguese Club of Cranston on Second Avenue, Cranston.  

Several times a year, the staff of Gateway’s Children’s Residential Services program collaborate on a project designed to encourage group activities, boost self-confidence and showcase the talents of the teens and youth in the programs.  This competition was developed and coordinated by Gateway employee, Tyrone Bennett and will include three teams, each representing their respective residential facility.  Each team was charged with designing a menu of dishes with an oriental theme, highlighting their skill set.

“Many of these girls have come from homes where cooking for themselves was the norm, however, working with others to create a culinary masterpiece was a completely new concept,” said Richard Leclerc, President of Gateway Healthcare.  “This ‘Top Chef’ competition was a great way to bring together a group of talented ladies and the skills they have learned throughout their life and their time at Gateway.  I am proud to be part of this event.”

The judging panel will be comprised of two culinary professors from Johnson and Wales University: Marc DeMarchena and Thomas Delledone, as well as Academic Professor, Barbara Norris.  Also included in the panel will be Richard Leclerc, President of Gateway Healthcare; Katherine Powell, Vice President of Children’s Services for Gateway; and Maureen Donnelly, Director of Children’s Adolescent Services for Gateway.  Hon. Frank Williams, former Rhode Island Supreme Court Justice will be joining the panel this year.

 

About Gateway Healthcare, Inc.:

Gateway Healthcare, Inc., a non-profit behavioral healthcare organization, provides a broad spectrum of preventative and treatment programs for children, adolescents, families, and adults throughout Rhode Island suffering from severe mental illness, substance abuse problems, and emotional and behavioral disorders.  Gateway Healthcare, Inc. is headquartered in Pawtucket, Rhode Island.  Gateway serves over 14,000 children, adults and families each year.
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