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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact:   Carolyn Kyle, Executive Director


FRIENDS WAY

Tel: (401) 921-0980 • Cell: (401) 413-9367

Email: c.kyle@friendsway.org

CRANSTON, RI – FRIENDS WAY, Rhode Island’s only bereavement center for children and families, hosted its 9th Anniversary “Diamonds in the Sky” gala on June 18th at the historic Rhodes on the Pawtuxet in Cranston, raising over $67,000 for the organization.  Over 275 friends, supporters and guests gathered to celebrate the accomplishments of the organization and to recognize Mark Gasbarro as the first recipient of the annual Michael Wiggins Community Leadership Award.  

“It is a great honor to have so many individuals in our community come out to support such an important cause.  We are proud of our accomplishments as an organization and remain steadfast in our commitment to offer our program free of charge to all families,” said Carolyn Kyle, Executive Director of FRIENDS WAY. 

For nearly a decade, FRIENDS WAY has supported grieving children and their families who have experienced the loss of a loved one. FRIENDS WAY is dedicated to children ages 3 to 25 by providing a safe haven for families to come together in a peer-to-peer support group environment. Coming together with other families who have undergone similar loss can be therapeutic and teaches that within each of us is the capacity to heal. 

The evening included music by Brass Attack, a special performance by some of FRIENDS WAY’s participants in collaboration with The GAMM Theatre, as well as a live and silent auction.    

The event’s celebrity emcee was Barbara Morse Silva of NBC 10. 

 [photo caption (from left): David Wazer, MD; Doreen Wiggins, MD, event chair; Susan Gasbarro and Mark Gasbarro of Gasbarro’s Wines – Federal Hill]

About FRIENDS WAY, Inc.:

FRIENDS WAY, a private nonprofit child and family bereavement center located in Warwick, Rhode Island, is a haven for healing and hope for children ages 3 to 25 and their families who are mourning the death of a loved one.  Founded in 1998, FRIENDS WAY specializes in providing peer support at no cost to families who have experienced loss and is the only family bereavement center in Southeastern New England. Through bi-weekly support sessions, which are staffed with mental health professionals and extensively trained volunteers from the community, children and families work through their grief by experiencing comfort and support from peers struggling with similar feelings of loss.
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