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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Gateway Healthcare Hosts

16th Annual Awards Luncheon

WARWICK, RI – May 12, 2011 – Gateway Healthcare celebrated its 16th Annual Awards Luncheon on Monday, May 9th at 12:00pm at The Crowne Plaza in Warwick, Rhode Island.  The afternoon celebrated Gateway’s accomplishments and honored individuals who support the important mission of the organization. 

Richard Leclerc, President of Gateway Healthcare and Dr. J. Thomas Eakin, Board Chair presented awards recognizing the philanthropic and leadership contributions under three categories: Community Leadership, Light of Hope Philanthropy Award and Champion Award.    

The 2011 Community Leadership Award was presented to: Mr. James Purcell, President and CEO of Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Rhode Island for his outstanding leadership and advocacy for behavioral health care services.  Mr. Purcell recently announced his upcoming retirement from the commercial health insurer after more than six years in his leadership role.  

Gateway’s annual Light of Hope Philanthropy Award was created to recognize the extraordinary philanthropic contributions of an individual or an organization.  This year’s recipient of this award was Henry T. Sachs III, MD. 

This year, Gateway presented a Champion Award to U.S. Senator Sheldon Whitehouse for his support of community-based behavioral health services in Rhode Island.  

Nearly 200 friends, supporters, board members and staff attended the event.  
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ABOUT GATEWAY HEALTHCARE: Gateway Healthcare is Rhode Island’s largest provider of community behavioral healthcare, offering integrated treatment and prevention through residential, outpatient and community-based programs. With its staff of over 700, Gateway’s tenure in the Rhode Island community boasts an annual clientele of over 19,000 unduplicated men, women and children, providing a comprehensive continuum of services 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. Our network of affiliates includes The Autism Project, Capital City Community Centers, Caritas, FRIENDS WAY, Lighthouse for Youth, New Hope for Families and South Shore Center. Gateway proudly stands alongside its affiliates in a mutual effort to address creative solutions for community care. This impressive continuum places Gateway at the forefront in assisting individuals in the community in a myriad of ways.  For more information, please visit www.gatewayhealth.org.
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[photo caption (l-r): J.Thomas Eakin, Board Chair of Gateway Healthcare; U.S. Senator Sheldon Whitehouse; James Purcell, President and CEO of Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Rhode Island; Dr. Henry Sachs, Medical Director of Bradley Hospital; and Richard Leclerc, President of Gateway Healthcare]
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